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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001
No. 3/1/2012-SDR 7. Cc¢o Dated: 27" July, 2012

e
—_—

To, &0

The Chief Electoral officers of /L/
all States/ UTs
(except Jammu & Kashmir) (Rrer '\"(r'ﬁ)
w w I e afgfmq_ : o)-of3 - I —
Sub:- Misuse of religious institutions for politicmses —r‘egarding. .
| )
Sir/Madam, ™ Fate afrorg

The existing provisions of the Model Code of Conduct for ;Lhe guidance of
political parties and candidates prohibit the use of places of worship as forum for
election propaganda in any mannet.

Further, Sections 3, 3 & 6 of The Religious Institutions (Prevention of
Misuse) Act, 1988 (No. 41 of 1988) prohibit use of religious institutions or funds
of religious institutions for the promotion oOr propagation of any political ideas or
political activity or for benefit of any political par?:y. Contravention of the
provisions of any of these Sections s punishable by imprisonment upto 5 years and
with fine.

The Commission desires that the above provisions of the existing law may
be brought to the notice of all DEOs and ROs so as to ensure that any violation of
these provisions during election is dealt with firmly and FIRs/ complaints are
lodged under relevant provisions in the event of any offence under the said

Sections of the Religious Institutions (Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1988.

1
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A copy of the above mentioned Act (No. 41 of 1988) is enclosed herewith.
DEOs, ROs and other election authorities should be instructed to ensure strict
lso be circulated to all

observance of the above provisions of law. This may a

political parties based in your State/ UT, including State units of the political

parties for their information.

Kindly acknowledge receipt.
Yours faithfully,

(Ashish Chakraborty)
Secretary

sident/General Secretary of all recognized National and State

Copy to: The Pre
(As per list attached).

parties
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001 B
No. 3/1/2012-SDR | Dated: 27" July, 2012

To,
The Chief Electoral officers of
all States/ UTs
(except Jammu & Kashmir)
Sub:- Misuse of religious institutions for political purposes —regarding.

Sir/Madam, |
The existing provisions of the Model Code of Conduct for the guidance of

political parties and candidates prohibit the use of places of worship as forum for
election propaganda in any manner.

Fﬁrther, Sections 3, 5 & 6 olf The Religious Institutions (Prevention of
Misuse) Act, 1988 (No. 41 of 1988) prohibit use of religious institutions or funds
of religious institutions for the promotion or propagation of any political ideas or
political activity or for benefit of any political party. Contravention of the
provisions of any of these Sections is punishable by imprisonment upto 5 years and
with fine.

The Commission desires that the above provisi'ons of the existing law may
be brought to the notice of all DEOs and ROs so as to ensure that any violation of
these provisions during election is dealt with firmly and FIRs/ complaints are
lodged under relevanlt provisions in the event of any offence under the said

¢actions of the Religious Institutions (Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1988.
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jes for their «nformation
Kindly acknowledgc receipt
Yours gaithfullys
(Ashish Chakraborry)
. Secretary
al and State

gnized Nation

purpose 2007 012\religianus 31a2 sdrdocd
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GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN |

(ELECT ION DEPARTMENT)
No.F.2()(2)VEleci12] = W3 Jaiput, dated : W82
From The Chief Elector.'al.__Ofﬁcer, :
Rajasthan, Jaipur.

To = Al chognized-!?@_;li_t!‘cal parties C b
Sub. - Misuse of religious jnstitutions tfcr'""poiiticai pufposes -

. regarding. e £w "8 e, Wl g

. a2 &

r No. 311!2012 SDR 27th;_July,

d to send 2 copy of. lette
in respect of

“lam dlrecte
f lnd:a ‘New De!ht

rem- E!ection Gommissmn 0

' "'012 racewer.! §
t.utlons for political purpose.

'-mzsusa of religious: lnstl
easary action for

mat‘lon and further: nec
Assembly/Bye-

Itis suhmitted for infort
§: Peoplea‘Legislatwe

ensuing'General Election - to House )

Elections etc.

Yours faithfully,

(P.C. Tupta )
- Jt.Chief Electoral Officer,
a]asthan, Jaipur

R
| Dk:h CERTIFY OR R.T.L.

Enf.l:- As above.

JAsstt. Pul.:ht I: ;:;":c:.n Ofﬁaer
Oor.OofC.E "j. , Jaipur

Y
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GOYERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN
(ELECTION DEPARTMENT)
No.F.3(1)(2)V/Elec/12/ calFx) _ Jaipur, dated : |4 '8- 12

From  :-  The Chief Electoral Officer,
Rajasthan, Jaipur

To :- All District Election Officers
(Collectors), Rajasthan

Sub. - Misuse of religious institutions for 'pbll.itical purposes -
’ g.g,-gardipg. : - '

Sir, _ _ 4/"
- R A e »\f’

lam directed to. send a copy of !etter No 1i2042- SDR 27th July,

12012 received from Election Commission of India, New Delhi in respect of

misuse of religious: mstitutlons for palitical pmpose. ,

" et

Itis, therefora requested these directions may klndly be foliowed durmg
the General Election to House of People!l.eglslatwe Assemblleye»E!ect;ons
etc. as well as these directi_ons may kindly be b;ought..to- the nqtice of all

~ Retumning Officers of Assembly Constituencies of your.district for compliance.

CERTIRY FOR. R T

{ours falthfull i3
Yi A%"I gfu{.{j“b Inf stmation O
E. 0. Raj., Jaipur

Ench- As above, (p C. Gupta )

Jt. Chief: Electoral Officer,

Ra;asthan, Jaipur

!
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“' Curbmisuse
 of religionin*

politics, BSP
chief urges ECI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW
: Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
chief Mayawati on Sunday
expressed “concern over
the “increasing” use of reli-
gion in politics during elec-
tions and said the Election
Commission of India must
curb  this  “worrying” ]
trend. :

Her remarks came a day
after Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi - Adityanath
said the Assembly Election
in the State will be an “80%
versus 20%” one, alluding
to the roughly 20% Muslim
population.

“In the past few years, 1
during the elections, there
have been attempts to de-
rive electoral advantage us-
ing religion. This impacts
the election and the entire
country is worried about
this,” Ms. Mayawati told re-
porters on Sunday.

“The Election Commis-

: - sion should, take serious:
i steps to curb the narrow
- politics of selfishness as
was evident in the past few
years,” the BSP supremo
added. = -

Accusing the Adityanath
government- of foisting a
“jungle raj”, Ms. Mayawati
also claimed that the BJP
will lose the'2022 election
“if there is no misuse of go-

i vernment machinery and
i there are no discrepanci
¢ inEVMs”. . 15 ol
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