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Email /Speed Post

Dated Qﬁ/é—?/w4
To.
The PIO (Public Information Officer),

O/o Chief Electoral Officer (CEO), DEIRADIN
L7 7aeat<iam D)

P () B SR e o B el ML St T RN S .

Sub. : Regarding district wise certified copy of the “Compliance Report”, on ECI National

Circular dated 19.01.2023, sent to the concerned DEO (Collector) office, by the

Ref. : RTI Act 2005, Section 3,6 (Right of the applicant), Section 6,7 (Obligation of the
PIO) and getting political benefit, by the use of religious matters, is punishable
offence under the statutory provision of religious institutions — Prevention of misuse
— Act 1988 (No. 41/1988) adopted by the Election Commission of India (ECI)
National circular — No. 03/01/2022/SDR/Vol.I — dated 19.01.2023 - binding

(Applicable) on all political parties working in all districts of Indian States & UTs.

Respected Sir/Madam,
Public importance information, on the subject above, may please be supplied on the basis of

following points —

(1) District wise (From All DEOs / Collectors Office) orders, addressed to all political parties

working in the district, for the compliance of written directions under ECI National Circular

dated 19.01.2023.

Contd. ....cvevvvvvnnennns 02
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(2) in the light of point No. 1 above. copy of “District wise Compliance Report” (Written
Resolution passed by the all political parties of all districts) made available to the CEO,
State of OK . e A I e , through the DEO (Collector) of the concerned

district.

(3) In the light of point No. 2 above, Number & Name of National, Regional, State level parties
“Making Compliance” (Passing written resolution) and “Not making compliance” (Not

passing written resolution) of the ECI National Circular dated 19.01.2023.

RTI Applicant

/‘%9/6% 26

(Krishna Gopal),
Lecturar,
Govt. Polytechnic College,
Ajmer (Raj.) — 305002
Attached :

(1) RTl application fee [.P.O. No. _JZF 5F9 Jod

(2) ECI Circular dated 19.01.2023 & State — CEO — Circular dated 27.01.2023, 21.01.2023,

08.02.2023, 04.02.2023.
(3)  News report — dated 14.01.2024 — “The Hindu English Edition” — Delhi.

Note: All “Non — Hindi” (Regional Language speaking areas) State PIOs are requested to send
reply in English language only, as required by the Indian official languages Act 1963 &
Indian official languages Rules 1976, to be used in the correspondence (Communication)

between the persons and offices of Hindi speaking State to Non Hindi speaking State & Non

Hindi speaking State to Hindi speaking State.



ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

No. 3/1/2022/SDR/Vol.l ’ Dated: 19™ January, 2023

To,
The Chicef Electoral officers of
All States/U'l's

Sub: - Misusc of religious mstitutions for political purposes-rcgarding.

Sir/Madam,

I am directed to refer to the subject cited above and to reiteratc the Commuission’s
dircction issued vide letter no. 3/1/2012-SDR dated 27" July, 2012 whereby the Commission
dirccted that the existing provisions of the Model Code of Conduct for the guidance of political
partics and candidatces, prohibit the usc of places of worship as forum for clection propaganda in
any manncr.

Further, Scctions 3, 5 & 6 of The Religious Institutions (Prevention of Misusc) Act, 1988
(No. 41 of 1988) prohibit usc of rcligious institutions or funds of rchigious mstitutions ior the
promotion or propagation of any political idcas or political activity or for the benefit of any
political party. Contravention of the provisions of any of these Scctions is punishable by
imprisonment upto S ycars and with fine. (Copy cncloscd)

The Commission desirces that the above provisions of the existing law may be brought to
the notice of all DEOs and ROs so as to cnsure that any violatien of these provisions during
clection is dealt with firmly and FIRs/ complaints are lodged under relevant provisions in the
cvent of any offence under the said Sections of the Religious Institutions (Prevention of Misusc)
Act, 1988.

DI1:0s, ROs and other election authornties should be instructed to ensure strict observance
of the above provisions of law. This may also be circulated to all political partics bascd in your
State/ UT, including Statc units of the political partics for their information.

Kindly acknowledge receipt.

Yours faithfully,

NARENDRA N. BUTOLIA
(Sr{ Principal Scdretary)

Copy t0: The President/General Scerctary of all recognized National and State partics (As [per list

attachcd).
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

il Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001 n
No. 3/1/2012-SDR Dated: 27" July, 2012

To,
The Chief Electoral officers of
all States/ UTs
(except Jammu & Kashmir)
Sub:- Misuse of religious institutions for political purposes —regarding.

Sir/Madam,
The existing provisions of the Model Code of Conduct for the guidance of

political parties and candidates prohibit the use of places of worship as forum for
election propaganda in any manner.

Further, Se‘ctions 3, 5 & 6 of The Religious Institutions (Prevention of
Misuse) Act, 1988 (No. 41 of 1988) prohibit use of religious institutions or funds
of religious institutions for the promotion ¢ propagation of any political ideas or
political activity or for benefit of any political party. Contravention of the
provisions of any of these Sections is punishable by imprisonment upto 5 years and
with fine.

The Commission desires that the above provisions of the existing law may
be brought ta the notice of all DEQs and ROs so as to ensure that any violation of
these provisions during election is dealt with firmly and .FIRs/ complaints are
lodged under relevant provisions in the event of any offence under the said

Sections of the Religious Institutions (Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1988. |

1



]
A copy of the above mentioned Act (No. 4] of 1988) is enclosed herewith.

DEOs, ROs and other election authorities should be instructed to ensure strict
observance of the above Provisions of law. This may also be circulated to all

political parties based in your State/ UT, including State units of the political

parties for their information,

Kindly acknowledge receipt.

Yours faith fully, b

(Ashish Chakraborty)
Secretary

Copy to: The President/General Secre
parties (As per list attached).
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BYE-ELECTION PUBLIC (ELECTIONS.III) DEPARTMENT

Most Immediate SECRETARIAT, CHENNAI-600 009.
By Speed post
Letter No.101/2023-31, Dated 21.01.2023
From

Thiru Satyabrata Sahoo, [LA.S.,
Chief Electoral Officer &
Principal Secretary to Government.

To

All Recognised National and State Political
Parties in Tamil Nadu. (w.e.)

All Registered unrecognized Political
Parties in Tamil Nadu. (w.e.)

Sir / Madam,

Sub: ELECTIONS - Bye-election to Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly from 98.Erode (East) Assembly Constituency -
Misuse of religious institutions for political purposes -
Election Commission’s instructions — Communicated.

Ref: From the Election Commission of India, New Delhi, letter
No.3/1/2022/SDR/Vol.l, dated 19.01.2023.

*hkhkkk

I am directed to invite your kind attention to the reference cited wherein,
the Election Commission of India has directed to refer to the subject cited above
and to reiterate the Commission’s direction issued vide letter No.3/1/2012-SDR,
dated 27t July, 2012 whereby the Commission directed that the existing
provisions of the Model Code of Conduct for the guidance of political parties and
candidates, prohibit the use of places' of worship as forum for election
propaganda in any manner.

2. The Election Commission of India has further informed that
Sections 3, 5 & 6 of The Religious Institutions (Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1988
(No.41 of 1988) prohibit use of religious institutions or funds of religious
institutions for the promotion or propagation of any political ideas or political
activity or for the benefit of any political party. Contravention of the provisions
of any of these Sections is punishable by imprisonment upto S years and with
fine.

3.1 am to enclose a copy of the Election Commission’s letter cited, for your

kind information and necessary action.
Yours faithfully,

MV ) )res
for Chief Electoral Officer &

Principal Secretary to Government.



3 GOVENRMENT OF TELANGANA
O OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ELECTION OFFICER & COLLECTOR, MEDAK

Lr.No.H1/311/2023 Dated: .02.2023

Sub: Elections- Misuse of religious institutions for Political purpose-ECI instructions-
Communicated-Reg.

Ref:  The Chief Electoral Officer & E.O. Prl. Secy. to Govt., Office of the Chief
Electoral Officer, Telangana, Merno No. 294/Elecs.A/A1/2023-1,
Dated:04.02.2023.

~D@@~

Attention is drawn to the reference cited wherein the Chief Electoral Officer & E.O.
Prl. Secy. to Govt., Office of the Chief Electoral Officer, Telangana requested to circulate
the directions of the ECI to all the political parties regarding Misuse of religious institutions
for Political purpose.

In view of the above, all the Returning Officers of Medak District are requested to
communicate the above information to all the political parties in their jurisdictions
respectively and report compliance to this office at an early date.

This may be treated as MOST URGENT.

Encl: (As above) -
District Election Officer &
Collector, Medak

To

1)The Returning Officer for 034-Medak AC &
Revenue Divisional Officer, Medak,

2)The Returning Officer for 037-Narsapur AC &
Revenue Divisional Officer, Narsapur,




OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, TELANGANA
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION (ELECTIONS) DEPARTMENT
5% Floor, North Block, Buddha Bhavan, Tank Bund Rd., Secunderab_a_d -03

————

Memo.No.294JElecs.AiA112023-1 Dated:04.02.2023

Sub: Elections — Misuse of religious institutions for political purposes — ECI | nstructions
- Communicated - Regarding.

Ref: ECI, New Delhi, Lr.No.3/1/2022/SDR/\ol.|, dated 19.01.2023.

* %k

Copy of the reference cited together with its enclosures are sent herewith to the
Commissioner, GHMC & District Election Officer, Hyderabad: all the Collectors & District
Election Officers in Telangana State and the Returning Officers of al| Assembly Constituencies
/ Parliamentary Constituencies in Telangana State. They are requested to ensure strict
observance of the provisions of law stipulated therein and to circulate these directions of the
Election Commission of India to all the political parties in the districts for their information.

VIKAS RAJ
CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER &
E.O. PRL. SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT

To :

The Commissioner, GHMC & District Election Officer, Hyderabad (w.e)

All the Collectors & District Election Officers in Telangana State (w.e)

The Returning Officers of all Assembly Constituencies / Parliamentary Constituencies in
Telangana State (w.e) (through the District Election Officer concerned)

Copy to: _

Sri Narendra N. Butolia, Sr. Principal Secretary, ECI, New Delhi

/IFORWARDED:: :: BY ORDERY// S ) = T
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Political interference

‘not desirable in
religious events’

— e —_—

The Hindu Bureau
SAGAR, WEST BENGAL

Reiterating his stand that
he will not participate in
the ‘Pran Pratishthg of
Ram Temple in Ayodhya
On January 22, Puri Shan-
karacharya Swamj Nischa-
lananda Saraswati on Sa-
turday said that political

| interference in religious

and spiritual areas was not
desirable, and that even
the Constitution did not al-
low this,

“Politicians have their Jj-
mits and they have respon-

 sibility under the Constity-

tion. There are rules and
restrictions in religious
and spiritual domain and
these rules shouvid be fol-
lowed. Interfering every
area by politicians is insan-
ity,” the Shankaracharya
said.

The Puri Shankara-
charya made these re-
marks at Ganga Sagar Mela
in West Bengal where he
had come to participate in
the annual ritualistic bath
on the occasion of Makar
Sankranti. He told journal-
ists that as a Shankara-
charya he also has certain
limitations as to where he
can go, what he can inter-

Puri Shankaracharya Swami
Nischalananda Saraswati

fere with, and what he can
eat.

The Shankaracharya
made it clear that accord-
ing to him, as far as ‘murti
pratishtha’ is concerned,
there are laid-down rules

[
|
|
|

as per scriptures and the |

head of state or the Prime
Minister has to follow these
rules.

“Overstepping  these
rules for Propagating one’s
name is an act of rebellion
against God... and going
down the path of destruc.
tion,” Puri Shankaracharya
said. He also made it clear
that he is not upset with
Ayodhya and he keeps go-
ing there but will not parti-
cipate in the ‘Pran Pratish-
tha’ of Ram Mandir on
January 22.

Sunday, January 14, 2024

N

‘14% rise in
organ
donations in

TN.in 2023

The Hindu Bureau
~A1€ Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu saw a 14% in-
crease in the number of or-
8an donations in 2023 as
compared to 2022, with
the number of deceased
donors rising from 156 in
2022, to 178 in 2023,
Moreover, there have al-
ready been 11 organ dona-
tions recorded since the
beginning of 2024, said
Health Minister Ma. Subra-
manian said on Saturday.
Asa mark of honour, the
Minister placed a wreath
on the mortal remains of
an organ donor - a 27-year-
old man who sustained in-
juries in 2 road accident
and was declared brain
dead — in Saidapet. He ad-
ded that the Chief Minister
had announced State ho-
nours for deceased donors
on September 23 last year.
However, the Minister
said said that despite the
rise in the number of organ
donations, many people in
the State were still awaiting
organ transplants. A total
of 7,037 persons — includ-
ing 6,322 for kidneys, 438
for liver, 76 for heart, 64
for lungs — were on the

wait list.




