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'EC proposes remote voting

To Show RVM,
Remote EVM, To
Parties On Jan 16

BhartiJain@timesgroup.com

. New Delhi: In amajor step to-
:  wards making elections more
. inclusive, the EC on Thursday
: proposed introduction of ‘re-
: mote voting’ facility for do-
: mestic migrants, using a mul-
:  ti-constituency EVM that will
: retain all security features of
: theEVMscurrently in use.
Domestic migrants cu-
rently face disenfranchise-
ment due to their inability to
travel back to the polling sta-
: tions where they are regis-
: tered as voters — as required
: by the existing laws and rules
i — or account of factors like

! work, educational pursuits

P oasciraiizge
“Remote voting is a funda-

resentational photo

Domestic migrants currently face disenfranchisement due to their inability

to travel back to polling stations where they are registered as voters

mental reboot for an inclusive
and participative democracy,”
CEC Rajiv Kumar told TOI
and added that the ECremains
focused on addressing factors
that kept around 30 crore elec-
tors from voting in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls. “These include
urban apathy, youth apathy
and migration-based disen-
franchisement,” he said.

The ‘xjemotevoting'faci]ity
— on which a concept paper

was circulated to all recog-
nised national and state par-
ties on Thursday — will be un-
veiled with the new EVM pro-
totype that can poll and record
votes of electors registered in
multiple constituencies, at a
polling station away from the
assembly or parliamentary
constituency for which the
election isbeing held.

b Continuedon P 6

for inter-state migrants

CEC's trek to distant
booth gave himidea :

t was during a trek, under-
l taken by CEC Rajiv Kumar
in June this year toone of the
country’s remotest polling
stations in Dumak village in
Chamoli in Uttarakhand,
that prompted him to serious-
ly work on the option of intro-
ducing ‘remote voting’ for mi-
grant voters.P6

‘it'll add to suspicions
about voting integrity’

1, xpressing its reservations
1" about the remote voting sys-
tem, Congresssaid thattrustin
EVMSs has eroded sharply be-
cause of the poll watchdog’s al-
leged susceptibility to govern-
ment pressures, and the new
system will only compound the
suspicions of people about in-
tegrity of voting. P6
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CEC’strek to

{’khand

- polling booth behind
 remote voting plan

BharﬁJaiﬁ@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: It was during a trek, un-
dertaken by Chief Election Com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar in June this
year to one of the country’s remot-
est polling stations in Dumak vil-

lage in Chamoli in Uttarakhand, -

that prompted him to seriously
work on the option of introducing
‘remote voting’ for migrant voters.
In his interactions with the lo-
cals during the 18-km arduous trek
to Chamoli and Kalgoth villages, he
learnt that while almost all the elec-
tors present in these two remote vil-
lages turned up to vote at the polling
station, around 20-25% of their reg-
istered voters were unable to exer-
cise their franchise as they had
moved out on account of their jobs
or educational pursuits. Kumar was
apprised that these sections felt that
they had somehow lost theirsayasa
local stakeholder as the candidates
and even the MLA wonld not ac-
count for them while taking deci-
sions regarding development and
other initiatives in the constituency:.
“Remote voting, if introduced, will
"o gach migrant voters to regain
their representative character and
thake them important stakeholders

in matters relating to the constitu-
ency, where their native home and
families are located,” said a senior
EC functionary.
Acknowledgingthelost votes'on
account of migration of voters from
their registered polling station area
to other places for purposes like em-
ployment and education, the Elec-
tion Commission had putoutastate-
ment soon after the CEC’s visit to
Dumak that “the time has come to
explore the possibility of remote
voting”, starting possibly with a pi-
lot project. It said all issues regard-
ing migrant voting would be exam-
ined by an internal committee and
wider consultations held with all
thestakeholders, includingpolitical
parties. EChad earlier takenupare-
search project on remote voting, in
consultation with II'T-Madras and
eminent technological experts from
other institutions. The panel is said
to have favoured allowing voters to
vote at designated polling stations
away from where they are regis-
tered, “using a two-way electronic
voting system in a controlled envi-
ronment with white-listed IP de-
vicesondedicated internetlines, en-

abled with biometric devices and a
web camera”.
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-party meet

to display remote voting

Deeksha Bhardwaj

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) has
' developed a prototype to ena-
ble remote voting for migrant
workers and students and
- called an all-party meeting on
January 16 to demonstrate the
technology designed to address
low voter turnout and to seek
feedback.

In a statement on Thursday,
the ECI said it has explored the
option of using a modified ver-

s )1 cf the time-tested model of

Ni3 Eleciroic Voting Machines

(EVMSs) to enable voting at poll-
ing stations outside the home
constituencies of migrants.
“The migrant voter would thus
need not travel back to his/her
home district to exercise his/
her franchise of voting,” it said.
Chief election commissioner
Rajiv Kumar said the idea was
to address the main causes for
low voter turnout — urban,
youth apathy, and the inability
of migrants to vote. “The com-
mission has begun pro-
grammes to address urban and
youth apathy .this [the new

technology is for] domestlc
migrants.” >P4




ECI calls

Deeksha Bhardwaj
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) has devel-
oped a prototype to enable
- remote voting for migrant work-
ers and students and called an
all-party meeting on January 16
to demonstrate the technology
designed to address low voter
turnout and to seek feedback.
In a statement on Thursday,
the ECI said it has explored the
option of using a modified ver-
sion of the time-tested model of
M3 Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) to enable voting at poll-
ing stations outside the home
constituencies of migrants.
“The migrant voter would
thus need not travel back to his/
~ her home district to exercise his/
her franchise of voting,” it said.
The ECI has invited represent-
atives of eight recognised
national and 57 state political
for the demonstration.
“The initiative, if imple-
mented, can lead to a social
- u-ansformnonforthemxgrants
and connectﬂlw;h their roots as
“many times are reluctant to
get themselves enrolled at their
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-party meet to
‘demonstrate remote voting

Patna on December 17.

apathy, and the inability of
migrants to vote.

“The commission has begun.
programmes to address urban
and youth apathy...this [the new

‘tecbnology is for] domestic
. migrants.”

The ECI said it was ready to
pilot multi-constituency remote

- voting for domestic migrants

clectronic voting machine (EVMs) for po[lingstarlnn ot‘municlpal elections. at

SANTOSH KUMAR/HT PHOTO

from their places of residence.

“This modified form of EVM
can handle up to 72 multiple
constituencies from a single
remote polling booth,” the state-
ment said.

The ECI has asked political
parties to submit views by Janu-

ary 31 on issues related to

changes required in legislation

and administrative procedures
for remote voting.

“Based on the feedback
received from various stakehold-
ers and demonstration of the
prototype, the Commission will
appropriately carry forward the
process of implementing [the]
remote voting method.”

In 2020, the ECI set up a four-
member panel of experts from
the Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy and the National Informatics
Centre to assess the technology
to enable remote voting.

The panel presented a con-
cept plan for the dependence on
technology in the conduct of
elections.

Nearly 10 million migrant
workers employed in unorgan-
ized sector are registered with
the government's e-SHRAM por-
tal. Currently, postal ballots are
meant only for voters such as
army personnel.

To address voting apathy in
urban areas, the poll panel
decided to undertake focused
awareness activities, -

The commission noted with
concern the abysmaIly low voter
turnout in some urban areas
despite the fact that polling sta-
tions are setup within 2km for
any voter.

“The need to address voting
apathy in urban areas was felt,”
its statement said,
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of India has developed a
prototype Remote Electronic
Voting Machine (RVM) which
can provide remote voting facility

PNS m NEW DELHI

The day is not far when
migrant voters may not be
required to travel to their home
States to cast their vote during
elections.

The Election Commission
(EC) has developed a prototype
of the Remote Electronic
Voting Machine (EVM) for
domestic migrant voters and
has invited political parties for
a demonstration on January 16.

The remote EVM can han-
dle multiple constituencies
from a single remote polling
booth. According to the EC, the
multi-constituency remote
EVM can handle up to 72 con-
stituencies from a single remote
polling booth.

The EC has invited repre-
sentatives of eight recognised
national and 57 State political
parties for the demonstration
and snught their written sub-
miss. .as. Janrvary?1onvar-
ious related issues, including
chanyes rxyuivec ia leseli
tion, changes in administrative

procedures and voting method
or RVM technology, if any
other, for the domestic
migrants.

“Based on the feedback
received from various stake-
holders and demonstration of
the prototype, the Commission
will apgropriately carry for-
ward the process of imple-
menting the remote voting
method,” it said

According to officials, the
idea was to implement voter
portability as a pilot project in
the upcoming Assembly elec-
tions in nine States in 2023.
This means that if the pilot is
successful then in the 2024 gen-
eral elections voter portability
can be fully implemented.

The EC concept note said
that the migrant voter need not
travel back to his/her home
State/ district/ constituency
to exercise his/her franchise of
voting. According to EC, a
remote voter has to pre-regis-
ter for a remote voting facili-
ty by applying online/offline
within a pre-notified time

-from their home town to citizens _

the pioneer

A7

rant population,

settled elsewhere in the country.

This machine

will enable

overseas voters to vote for their
home/native constituency from

anywhere.

Please see page ... 3

‘e to be
not get

before elections with his home
constituency returning officer.
Voter details will be verified at
the home constituency and the
voter's request for remote vot-
ing will be approved after suc-
cessful verification by marking
him/her as remote voter to
participate as remote voter in
a remote location (a location
other than the voter’s home
constituency). Special multi-
constituency remote voting
polling stations will be set up

in the places of their current
residence. .
Terming counting of votes
cast at remote booths and
their transmission to the
returning officer in other
States as a “technological chal-
l‘z\lFe", EC officials said RVMs
ill be developed as “a robust,
fail proof and efficient stand-
alone system” based on existing
electronic voting machines and
will not be connected to inter-
net.

Now cast your vote from thousands of miles away

Cong flays remote voting,
asks EC to first restore
trust in electoral system

PNS m NEW DELHI

he Congress on Thursday

opposed the Election
Commission’s proposal for a
remote voting system and
asked it to first work to restore
trust in the electoral system.

“Trust in the electoral
system is paramount for
democracy to function. The
German Federal
Constitutional Court struck
down EVMs in Germany in
2009 because the opacity of
the machine cannot give a
voter the confidence that his
or her vote is being correctly
recorded. In spite of their
widespread use, EVMs have

aroused much controversy in
India. Unfortunately; fears of
their misuse have not been
systematically addressed.

“Voters and parties must
have confidence in the elec-
toral system. However, this
trust has been repeatedly vio-
lated in recent years on
account of pressures being put
on the Election Commission
of India by the Modi
Government,” Congress chief
spokesman Jairam Ramesh
said in a statement.

While criticising the new
proposal, the Congress raised
questions marks over the role
of elections watchdog in
scheduling the Gujarat poll.




Garhwal post

EC launches initiative on remote voting...

Contd from page ... 1

The Commission has invited
all the recognised 8 National and
57 State parties on 16 January,
2023, to demonstrate the working
of the Multi-Constituency Prototype
Remote EVMs (RVMs). Members
of the Technical Expert Committee
»f the Commission will also be
present on this occasion. The
Commission has also requested the
recognised political parties to
submit written representations by
31 January, 2023, on various
related matters including required
legal changes, changes in

administrative procedures and -

voting method/RVM/techniology for
domestic overseas voters, if any.
Meanwhile, reacting to the
move by the Election Commission,
Congress spokesman Jairam
Ramesh today opposed the move
and expressed serious reservations

in this respect.
It may be recalled that this idea
had struck the Election

Commission of India when Chief

Election Commissioner Rajeev

Kumar was touring a remote polling
- station in Dumak village of district
Chamoli in Uttarakhand. The
villagers had made Kumar aware
of the fact that most villagers from
the area live outside the state and
are unable to exercise their
f~~nrise. Ir vesponse to the
vutagers concern, Kumar had
REDMI 10 PRIME I

to enable migrant voters to exercise
their franchise from their present
place of posting or residence.
Kumar had visited Uttarakhand
and some of its remote areas soon
after taking over as Chief Election
Commissioner.

Based on the feedback
received from various stakeholders
and the performance of the
prototype, the Commissicn will take
forward the  process of
implementing the remote voting
system in a suitable manner.

This move, if implemented,
may have special significance in
the context of Uttarakhand. Lakhs
of people here live in different parts
of the country for reasons of
employment, business, education,
etc. With remote voting, they will
be able to vote for their home area
and participate in the development
process there.

Social Activist from Dehradun,
Anoop Nautival' has also
welcomed the initiative by the
Election Commission. Speaking to

Garhwal Post, he termed it a major

electoral reform that had far
reaching consequences. He also
described the move as a potential
game changer for states like
Uttarakhand that had low voter
turnout in hill areas due to
migration.

A comprehensive discussion
on remote voting has been started
by the Etectlon Comrmss:on of

India. Legal, statutory,
administrative and technological
initiatives are needed to implement
such empowerment. The
Commission headed by Kumar
along with Election Commissioners
Anoop Chandra Pandey and Arun
Goyal had sought inclusive
solutions to enable the electoral
participation of migrants at all socio-
economic levels and alternate
methods of voting such as two-way
direct transit postal ballots, -proxy
voting, special early polling station.
All the options like early voting,
one-way or two-way electronic
transmission of postal ballots
(ETPBS), internet based voting
systemn, etc., were discussed in
detail.

With the objective of finding a
reliable, accessible and acceptable
technological solution for all
stakeholders, the Commission
headed by Chief Election
Commissioner Shri Rajeev Kumar
along with Election Commissioner
Shri Anoop Chandra Pandey
Commission and Election
Commissioner Shri Arun Goyal has
launched Remote Voting for
Domestic Overseas Voters. To
enable polling from the centres, an
option has been explored to use a
modified version of the time-tested
M-3 EVM model. In this way, the
migrant voters need not travel back

to the home district to exercise their
franchise.
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